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Introduction
The site is is located in East Farmingdale, NY in the corner of Broadhollow 
road and Conklin St. The site is approximately 5.64 acres. The site is located in 
one of  busiest intersection in the town. The site is also currently “abandoned” 
and holds utility truck and occasionally is used for storage. This site seems to 
have the potential to hold a community center but it is our job to investigate if 
it does hold that potential. 



Cont. Introduction
The objective of this assignment was to gather information about the functionality of the 
existing site and to see how a community center can fit onto the site. We observed 
multiple characteristics of the site including

● Governmental
● Aesthetic
● Cultural
● Historic
● Environmental

By dissecting these aspects we were able to distinguish important elements that would 
help in the future of the site development. 



Government Regulations

Further research has given us insight on the type 
of building parameters we should adhere to. 
Because a community center has multiples 
services offered we are deciding that this site has 
the capability to be converted into a multi-use. 



Zoning Requirements



Setback Requirements
Front yard-10 feet
Rear Yard- 10 feet
Side Yard-19 feet one side



Lot Coverage

These Factors affect the 
size of our building along 
with the overall possible 
square footage of the 
entire building. 40% Of 
our building Area would 
be about 56,000 square 
feet, which is allowable 
by NYS for a 1-story 
building, but not for a 
multi story building.



Parking Lot Dimensions



Foundation Requirements

While the material requirements may vary depending on 
what material we choose for our community buildings, we 
can assume that our footings will be made of the above listed 
materials. Therefore all of our footings must not be less than 
8 inches thick for our frame building.It's important to note 
that these are all minimum requirements and can vary 
depending on the different load paths and size of the overall 
complex. 



Aesthetic Influences
The image represents an old building 
that was purposefully designed to 
face the North, most likely to avoid 
sunlight for the protection of the 
interior space. Although this is not 
ideal for a Community Center, it 
creates potential to allow for solar 
sustainability and the use of the 
sunlight for natural light.  
Attached is the sun orientation and 
how it can be utilized in the general 
architecture. 



Aesthetic Influences Cont
Community Center expansion is greatly overlooked in several 
developments. Lacking the necessary area to support increasing 
populations and demands, community centers are starved of increased 
usage. By strategically placing our building in future prospects of further 
expanding, a portion of the building can be architecturally constructed in a 
way it can be used as an existing wall, but also aid in the construction in the 
future. 

The surrounding airport can also create a change in 
the architecture of the community center, regarding 
materials and innovative structural construction to 
limit the noise and distractions from the outside. The 
constant traffic and railroad will further promote this 
type of architectural nuance, and create an 
alternative scope, when compared to traditional 
community center construction. The surrounding 
environment will create an aesthetic in which the 
complex will be larger and be more enclosed due to 
the isolation aspect. Shrubs and greenery 
surrounding the are will allow for more natural 
landscape placement, further contributing to the 
isolation factor of the facility, 



Cultural influence 
With in the the area, there is a multitude of different cultural influence. 
There is a wide variety of people from different ages and ethnicity. This 
community center would have to include different aspects in order to 
accommodate for the wide variety of the people in the community. This 
including but not limited to, a gym, daycare, pool, a wellness center and 
other aspect in order to provide the best possible way to serve to 
community.  



Cultural Influence Cont.
One aspect we notice for Community center is that most of them are use for 
after school programs.

Here on the map on the left you can see that 
there is a abundance of schools around the 
site, with the site location circle in red. 
Majority of the schools are within a 2 mile 
radius.  Meaning we would need to 
accommodate the influx of kids and bus onto 
the site so it is as safe as possible for them. 
This also means we would have to have spaces 
inside the building for the kids to use and play 
around, that are safe for them while they wait 
for their guardian.  



Cultural Influcence Cont. 
From our investigation it seems that the 
majority of events in the area are hold on or by 
Main Street in the heart of Farmingdale which 
is around 2 miles away. This means the center 
does not need to accommodate for these events 
nor be part of them. I believe this is due to the 
site being in the middle of one of the busiest 
intersection in the city. Because of this fact it 
will be hard for the community center to 
engage with these events and so may feel 
distance from the community and may have to 
hold its own events. Meaning that we may have 
to design an area for big events as well as safe 
passage to the site from across the streets in 
order to accommodate the influx of people to 
the center. 



Historic consideration 
The past use of the site was most likely mainly used for heavy 
machine usage and storage. This creates the possibility of the 
availability of more suitable soil for heavy buildings and heavy 
loads. Foundations and overall building structure will require 
long spans,ergo heavier construction; a platform that can 
adequately support that. 

Unfortunately the neighboring quarry may also pose issues regarding 
contamination along with possible uneven settlement, which can further 
cause problems for the building. It is important to note that the roads and 
traffic, most likely are able to support heavy traffic and has the capability 
to support busy roads during certain events and services offered by the 
community center. 



Environmental Factors The surrounding environment is already fitted for 
mass consumption and large crowds. Given that this 
area will promote large populations, the community 
center is able to be easily recognized and generate 
revenue. Additionally because these complexes 
exhibit prolonged traffic and busy hours,the 
community center will be able to sustain the large 
masses of traffic and will not cause a severe amount of 
traffic on the main road. Because the facility is on the 
main road however, 2       alternate exits and 
entrances will be required, to create a safe mean of 
travel to and from the complex.



Environmental Factors  Cont.
Currently the site is in an acceptable for public use  environment. The site 
itself is over run by vegetations wherever it is not being utilized. The site 
was used for storage of utility vehicles, which with their combined weight 
has most likely impacted the earth underneath it. The soil may be prone 
to irregular sediments/materials along with unknown effects caused by 
past usage



Environmental Factors Cont.  
Along the walkways on Broadhollow road and Conklin St, there are other 
factors that can help with the placements of driveways as well as other 
forms of transportations to the community center.   

Bus stop and 
existing 
driveway on 
Broadhollow
Road. This 
creates an ease 
of access for 
those using 
public 
transportation



Environmental Factor Cont. 
On the left image you can 
see that there is a pre 
existing ramp where the 
bus stop is, may have to 
considered to move stop 
to open up ramp again. 

On the right two images is 
on Conklin St where the 
utility truck use to get 
onto the site to store for 
the night.



Conclusion 
In conclusion the site needs work to be done on it but has the potential to 
become a great area for a community center. It is in a high profile area 
with lots of opportunity to be grown out to serve the community. Even 
with it being a busy and noisy area, the site can be fix in order to cancel 
out the negatives that it has. The large amount of space the empty lots 
have nearby the site also create a great opportunity for future expansion. 
The governmental regulations are provided so that we can match the 
surrounding area. 


